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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE 

AT KNOXVILLE 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,   ) 
      ) 
  Plaintiff,    ) 
      )  No. 3:12-CR-107 
v.      ) 
      )  (THAPAR/SHIRLEY) 
MICHAEL R. WALLI,    ) 
MEGAN RICE, and    ) 
GREG BOERTJE-OBED   ) 
      ) 
  Defendant.   ) 
 
 

28 U.S.C. Section 1749 Declaration of Retired Colonel Mary Annette Wright 
 

I, Mary Annette Wright, do hereby declare, under penalty of perjury under the law of the 

United States that the following is true and correct: 

My name is Mary Annette Wright.  I served in the US Army and US Army Reserves for 

29 years.  I retired as a Colonel.  I also was a U.S. diplomat for 16 years and served in U.S. 

Embassies in Nicaragua, Grenada, Somalia, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Sierra Leone, Micronesia, 

Afghanistan and Mongolia.  I resigned from the U.S. Department of State in March, 2003 in 

opposition to the war on Iraq. 

While in the U.S. Army I served with U.S. military units in the Netherlands, Germany, 

Panama and at Fort McClellan, Alabama, the Presidio of San Francisco, California, Fort Bragg, 

North Carolina and the Pentagon, Washington, DC. 

All of the U.S. military installations and the U.S. Embassies in which I served had strong 

security components.   
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As the Deputy Ambassador at U.S. Embassies in Sierra Leone, Micronesia, Afghanistan 

and Mongolia, I directly supervised the security staff.   

I am well versed in protection of facilities and classified materials held in U.S. 

government facilities. 

I was qualified as an expert witness and testified on military base security in September, 

2012, in the case Terrell vs. United States in the Federal Court in Jefferson City, Missouri 

concerning the security of Whiteman Air Base, Missouri. 

My understanding is that the defendants in the current case are alleged to have willfully 

injured property with the intent to injure, interfere with, and obstruct the national defense of the 

United States.   

The jeopardy of U.S. national defense is alleged to have occurred by their actions of 

cutting through fences of the Oak Ridge nuclear facility and by painting slogans on highly 

enriched weapons-grade uranium facilities.  

I understand that the defendants entered the Oak Ridge nuclear enrichment plant without 

authorization as a political act to express their strong opposition to nuclear weapons. 

I understand that, other than cutting fences and painting slogans on a facility, the 

defendants did not physically damage any property on the Oak Ridge facility.   

My understanding is that they made no attempt to steal or destroy any nuclear and/or 

classified materials or any other U.S. government property, but instead they entered the facility 

to call attention to their opposition to the construction and use of nuclear weapons. 

 I also understand that the defendants are opposed to nuclear weapons, that they were 

unarmed and peacefully surrendered to law enforcement authorities. 
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The fact that three unarmed people with no professional expertise were able to take such 

action pointed out huge security problems at the facility.  I understand these actions have caused 

a Congressional investigation into the competence of the security management of the facility.  

These actions rightly embarrassed the authorities charged with the security of a very important 

nuclear facility and have called into question their competence. 

It is my opinion, as a security expert, that the actions of the defendants did not injure, 

interfere with or obstruct the national defense of the United States but instead pointed out the 

alarming lack of security at a nuclear facility that could have been exploited by those who 

actually want to do harm to our country. 

While the defendants are opposed to nuclear weapons, their peaceful, non-violent actions 

have done a service to the United States for identifying security vulnerabilities in our national 

nuclear security program, vulnerabilities that hopefully will be eliminated because of the actions 

of the defendants. 

 
  
 
Executed the 14th day of April 2013. 
 

 Mary Annette Wright: s/  Mary Annette Wright      
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